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Welcome and introductions 
 
Present at the meeting: Catherine McGuire (Maryland State Law Library), Sandy Brewer 
(Howard), Joan Bellistri (Anne Arundel), Kate Martin (Montgomery), Florence Barnes 
(Carroll), Joseph Bennett (Baltimore City), Mary Rice (Charles), Carole Shoemaker 
(Frederick), Jayne Haiber (Harford), Teri Scherer (Harford), Marilyn Saulsbury (Talbot), 
Sharon Sturgis (Worcester), Jeannette Tweedy (Worcester), Terri Arietta (Worcester), 
Steve Anderson (Maryland State Law Library), James Durham (Maryland State Law 
Library), and Mary Jo Lazun (Maryland State Law Library). 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. The participants introduced themselves. 
Steve Anderson introduced James Durham, the State Law Library’s new Deputy 
Director. 
 
Library Snapshots 
Each library represented at the meeting informed the group of their library’s news, 
including personnel changes, renovations, budget challenges, programs and clinics, and 
collection management concerns. Updates included the continuing success of the 
Howard County Pro Bono Clinic; the move of the Anne Arundel County family clinic into 
the library; and the Montgomery County Circuit Court Law Library’s catalog, which is in 
beta-test status. 
 
Finance and Budgets 
With the upcoming Study Committee activity (see Study Committee, below), there is a 
need for specific information on income sources from each Circuit Court library. 
Catherine McGuire showed attendees the income chart received by the Outreach 
Program from the AOC’s Court Research and Development, which lists income by 
statutory source, fines & forfeitures in one column, appearance fees in a second column. 
Catherine reiterated the need to split out forfeiture funds, which are required to be 
sequestered for ten years, from fines, which can be spent immediately. She asked that 
each library provide such split figures to her so that an accurate picture of library income 
levels can be presented to the Study Committee. 
 
News Briefs 
Maryland Code and Rules Duplicates 
The State Law Library has available duplicate copies of superseded Maryland Code and 
Maryland Rules volumes. Any Maryland Circuit Court library needing a replacement 
copy of a superseded volume can contact Catherine McGuire to request one. If a volume 
is available, it will be provided. 
 
Maryland Register 
The most recent eight volumes of the Maryland Register continue to be made available 
in electronic format on the website of the Division of State Documents 
(www.dsd.state.md.us). 
 
Chat Services 
Catherine McGuire notified attendees of the new chat assistance service available for 
District Court questions, at the District Court Self Help Center based in the Glen Burnie 

http://www.dsd.state.md.us/
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District Courthouse, and online at 
http://www.mdcourts.gov/district/selfhelpcenter/home.html  
 
MSBA CLE Publications (formerly MICPEL) 
Former MICPEL publications, now under the umbrella of the MSBA’s CLE Publications 
unit, continue to be updated and re-released by that unit. Library staff continue to share 
notifications of supplements and new editions. 
 
Lexis Advance 
Mary Jo Lazun, Head of Electronic Services at the State Law Library, gave attendees an 
overview of the new Lexis interface, Lexis Advance. The new interface is an optional 
one. The Judiciary continues to have the standard Lexis interface available to its staff 
and judges. Access to the Lexis Advance interface may become available in early 2012.  
 
Study Committee on Maryland Circuit Court Libraries 
Steve Anderson updated the group on the status of the Study Committee on Maryland 
Circuit Court Libraries, which was established this year by Chief Judge Bell. The 
Committee has been charged to look at the fiscal sustainability, current services to 
judiciary users and the general public, and the network of operations between the 
libraries and the legal community. In its first meeting in October, the Committee 
established three working subcommittees: rural libraries; metropolitan/urban libraries; 
and resources & standards. These subcommittees will be collecting information from 
Circuit Court libraries over the next several months. 
 
Building Relationships: Legal Clinics in the Library 
Joan Bellistri (Anne Arundel County) and Sandy Brewer (Howard County) updated the 
group on the activities of the civil law pro bono clinics in their libraries. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
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